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Behind Scenes Debate 
”0 Ease Public ’"’umult' 


WASHINGTON— Ev- 
erything that happened 
in Washington this week- 
end didn’t happen in the 
street or on television. 
The public demonstration 
by the students against the government’s 
war policies made the news, but on the side, 
there were a lot of private conversations 
that may prove in the end to be far more 
important than all the public tumult. 

What the student march on Washington 
did was to dramatize the Cambodian inva- 
sion and the tragedy at Kent State Universi- 
ty, and open up a genuine debate within the 
Nixon Administration, within the anti-war 
movement and even between the two on the 
alarming divisions in the country over the 
war. 

Even before the Cambodian invasion 
there was some muffled dissent within the 
Nixon Administration against Vice President 
Agnew’s provocative verbal violence. There 
was also, within the antiwar movement, 
widespread but ineffectual opposition to the 
fist-and-bullet activists, but this opposition to 
the Spiro Agnews and the Jerry Rubins fi- 
nally broke into the open here these last two 
sweltering days. 

It is not only Secretary of the Interior 
jWalter J. Hickel who is questioning the gov- 
! jenment’s attitudes toward its critics. Other 
(members of the Cabinet and the White 
(House staff are now expressing their opposi- 
tion to the Cambodian invasion, and particu- 
larly to the way in which that decision was 
reached and carried out. 

Frank Exchanges 

For the last few days, faculty and stu- 
dent delegations from the universities have 
been closeted with Henry Kissinger, Patrick 
Moynihan, and other members of the White 
House staff, and also with members of the 
Cabinet. These discussions have led to some 
brutally frank exchanges in which Adminis- 
tration officials, while continuing to support 
the President, have conceded the need for 
change in the relations between the Adminis- 
tration and the antiwar critics. 

Two incidents here in the last few days 
indicate the rising opposition within the gov- 
ernment itself to the President’s foreign and 
defense policies. 

Last Friday, the New York Times re- 
ceived in a plain envelope through the mail 
a copy of a top secret memorandum from 
Secetary of Defense Melvin R. Laird to the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff and other high Penta- 
^ gon officials, containing Laird’s views of the 
U.S. negotiating position in the Strategic 
Arms Limitation Talks with the Soiet Union 
in Vienna. 

Actually, the memorandum contained 
nothing particularly new or startling and the 
Times did not publish it, but the incident 
: suggests that the opposition within the Pen- 
tagon has now reached the point where even 
highly classified documents are being pur- 
loined and distributed to the press. 

The other incident was a letter to Secre- 
tary of State William P. Rogers from more 
than 200 officers and employes of the De- 
partment of State, protesting the invasion of 
Cambodia and the renewal of the bombing 
of North Vietnam by the U.S. There are, of 

I “course, always opponents of current U.S. 
policy within the State Department, but in 
this case the letter to the secretary was 
made public. 

“Our sense of responsibility to you, to 
the Department, and to ourselves,” it said 
in part, “precludes our remaining silent on 
these critical issues. As the advice which 


you offer the President reflects your judg- 
ment and conscience, we, in the same spirit, 
offer our views to you. 

Question Military Decisions 
“In our opinion, the expansion of mili- 
tary activity should be reversed. We fear 
that this expansion threatens the prospects 


Agnew and Rubin 

Time To Cool The Rhetoric 

for an early peace and heightens the serious 
problem of divisiveness at home. For these 
reasons, we question the recent military de- 
cisions. We urge you to seek reconsideration 
of the apparent direction of American policy 
in Southeast Asia.” 

President Nixon is now being urged, not 
only by Hickel but by other members of the j 
Cabinet, to improve communications be- 
tween himself and the cabinet. In fact, there j 
is now some talk in the White House about 
urging the President to bring the Secretary 
of Health, Education and Welfare, Robert 
Finch, into the White House as chief of staff 
in order to bring about easier relations be- 
tween the President and the rest of the Ad- 
ministration and Congress. 

On the other side of the controversy, 
while most of the demonstrators had gone 
home today, there were still a lot of them 
around talking, not so much about more 
demonstrations, as about organizing to sup- 
port peace candidates in the mid-term Con- 
gressional elections in November. 

In particular, they are trying to set up 
some kind of skeleton organization that will 
keep in touch with political developments 
during the summer vacation period, so that 
they will be able to act effectively in the 
Autumn, when all universities will be asked 
to follow Princeton’s example of giving time 
off for student political activity just before 
the November voting. 

As an example of the private discussions 
that have been going on here in recent days, 

39 members of the Stanford University facul- 
ty and student body met with Kissinger for 
an hour and a half and with Under Secre- 
tary of Defense David Packard for over an 
hour last week. 

They reported that Prof. Joseph Sneed 
Stanford, who is regarded as a conservative 
member- of the law faculty, complained to 
Packard about the Cambodian invasion and 
told him bluntly, “This' just can’t go on.” 

Accordingly the situation at the begin- 
ning of the new week is quite different from 
what it was even a fortnight ago. What has 
happened is that both the Administration 
and the antiwar movement are beginning to 
realize that they are getting in trouble with 
the use of violence. It has not worked for 1 
the Administration in Vietnam or in South- ■ 
east Asia and is now for the first time being 
really seriously challenged within the protest 
movement. 

(£>, 1970, New York Times Service) 





